Course Requirements and Grading Assignments
Class will combine lectures and discussion sessions, and attendance is required. You must do all the reading for a particular class meeting before that class. Class participation (quality and quantity) comprises 15% of your course grade. There are two 1600-word essays on assigned topics, which will count as 12.5% of your grade each. There will be two short-answer quizzes, worth 10% of your grade each (April 11 and May 27). There will be a take-home essay final exam, which counts for 40% of your course grade. Like the short papers, this exam must meet all the requirements of a standard academic paper, including citations of sources.
Absences, Late Work
Excused absences from in-class assignments must be discussed with the instructor. In the case of a scheduled, College-sponsored or College-recognized, extracurricular event, you must inform me at least a week in advance to make alternative arrangements. For family and medical emergencies, you must obtain documentation and contact me as soon as practicable after returning to campus. For take-home assignments, I do not offer extensions except in extraordinary cases of long-lasting family and medical emergencies, but you may obtain permission to submit an assignment electronically.
Work that is late without an excuse will be deducted half a letter grade up to a week, a letter grade at a week, and another letter grade at each week thereafter.
Readings
All readings are required. Readings not drawn from the books are available on the course's Canvas site. I have ordered the following books for the course, which are available at the bookstore and online at low cost:
• Marc Allen Eisner (2013), The American Political Economy: Institutional Evolution of Market and State, 2nd ed. (New York: Routledge). ISBN: 978-0415708210.
• Roger L. Ransom (1989) , Conflict and Compromise: The Political Economy of Slavery, Emancipation, and the American Civil War (New York: Cambridge UP). ISBN: 978-0521311670.
• Douglas A. Irwin & Richard Sylla (eds.) (2011), Founding Choices: American Economic Policy in the 1790s (Chicago: U of Chicago P). ISBN: 9780226384757.
In addition, I am giving you "I, Pencil" by Leonard Read and Economics in One Lesson by Henry Hazlitt.
Remember to bring to class all the readings assigned for a particular day. That means that you will need to print out Canvas readings.
